
Panorama Elementary School

 

2002 Callaway Street Temple Hills, MD 20748 (301) 702-3870
Principal: Dr. Patricia Frazier Assistant Principal: Mrs. Booros Special Education Coordinator: Mrs. Sneade

August 17, 2020

Dear Members of the Panorama Elementary School Community:

| hopethis letter finds you and your loved ones well and acclimating to our new normal of staying safe and healthy. As

you are aware of the COVID — 19 Coronavirus, PGCPS has decided to take the next step of implementing distance learning for

the 2020 — 2021 schoolyear. Even though schools are closed, our goal is to proceed with continuity of learning for students.

Weare so grateful for your patience, sacrifice, and dedication in supporting our scholars and teachers through the distance

learning process. The staff and | are looking forward to working with you and your children. Wewill continue to ensure thatall

of the students acquire knowledge and developskills and understandings that will enable them to becomeproductivecitizens

andlifelong learners. This will continue to be accomplished through a rigorous curriculum,live instruction in addition to pre-

recordedlessons, instructional support for students, both individually and in small groups, in core subject areas and increasing

accessto social and emotional learning opportunities. Families will have more resources through Parent Support Centers to

assist with technology support and otheraspects of distance learning. All schools will serve as student meal sites and offer

twice-weekly pickups Monday and Thursday. Additionally, PGCPS will continue to invest in helping to close the digital divide by

providing devices and internet connectivity. School will begin on August 31, 2020, at which students should report to their

virtual class by 7:45 am.In order to acclimate you and your child to the distance learning schedule and online expectations,

wewill conduct an Orientation Day for all students.It is during this time that parents and students will have an opportunity to

participate in a virtual walk-through of their schedule in order to acclimate you and your child to the distance learning

schedule and online expectations on August 28, 2020. Zoom links for each classroom session will be providedat a later date.

_ Our teachers are prepared to provide our scholars with an instructional program aligned with the skills needed to become

successful citizens and lifelong learners.

Weare very excited about the start of the new virtual school year. Thefirst day of school for students is August 31,

2020. Student hours are 7:45 (Attendance and announcements) 7:45 a.m. — 1:55 p.m. Mock Day/Orientation will be held on

Friday, August 28, 2020 (time forthcoming). This session is designed to assist parents and students in becoming acquainted

with the new Distance Learning platform.

Our schoolhours for students remain 7:45 am - 1:55 pm. Studentswill participate in a full day of Distance Learning via

Google Classroom from their home.It is important that students are readyfor instruction promptly at 7:45 am - teacherwill

take attendance and make announcements. Instruction will begin at 7:55 am.

Please take the timeto carefully review the attached information containing key information aboutthe start of the

school year. Wewill continue being The Mighty Panthers Soaringto Success.... Roaring into Greatness. | look forward to an

exciting Distance Learning School Year of teaching and learning as we continue our journey to Greatness.| look forward to

seeing each of you via Zoom/Google Classroom, in a few days.

Educationally,

Dr. Patricia J. Frazier



Distance/Virtual Learning 2020-2021

DISTANCE LEARNING OVERVIEW

All students will receive daily distance learning opportunities in “real time” with their

teachers. They will have access to instructional materials for use at home during distance
learning. Each student will receive instructional materials based on grade level and course of
study. If they do not have one at home, students will be provided a technology device to attend

classes, access online platforms, complete assignments, and communicate with teachers.
Assignments will be graded and recorded in SchoolMax. Distance learning for the start of school
will follow each student’s individual schedule. All student schedules for the 2020-2021 school
year will be available in the SchoolMax Parent Portal by August 21. Attendance will be taken

daily. Teacher planning time will take place during the student independentpractice times,
breaks, or designated planning times. Additional support for English Learners (ELs) and special
needs students will be provided by classroom teachers and certified specialists, such as ESOL

teachers and special educators.

As we movethrough ourfirst virtual school year and the COVID-19 pandemic,I ask for
your patience andflexibility as we work together to make this the best school year ever for our

students. We all may have questions and concerns, but know that I am committed to
transparency and will continue to provide you with relevant informationas I receive it. The
information containedin this letter can be found in the reopening plan.

Questions You May Have:

What time will school be in session during distance/virtual learning?

Students will participate in a full day of school, from 7:45 am - 1:55 pm. Students are
late at 7:55 am. The attendance policy, AP5113, will be followed during distance/virtual

learning.

Will attendance be taken?

Yes, Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS)continues to follow the state and
local guidance in collection of student and teacher attendance. There is currently a procedure in

place to identify the process in which attendanceis both collected and reported for both students
and teachers. PGCPSis responsible for identifying, collecting, and transmitting data to local,
state, and federal agencies for purposes of compliance, accountability, and school system
funding for student attendance. Strong monitoring of systems, implementation of a streamlined

process, and using objective and accurate data related to attendance collection is crucial. Physical
and virtual attendance will be collected in the 2020-2021 school year and daily attendance
procedures will be communicated so all stakeholders know PGCPS’definition of being

considered present.



Attendance for Students during Distance Learning Instruction: Teachers

will take attendance at the beginning of each day in SchoolMax. Attendance will be reviewed

again after lunch to ensure students return virtually and are accounted for. In the event a student
does not return for the afternoon, the student should be recorded as attending school for a Y. day
and contact made with the home to ensure the student is safe.

e Students are expected to be in attendance for class daily and present for each session.

e Special attendance code used for students whoare online learning.

e After a certain day, require students to provide an absence note in order to be considered

lawfully absent.

Students who are considered lawfully absent from school or a class will have the
opportunity to make up missed assignments. Students who are considered unlawfully absent
from school or a class will not have the opportunity to make up missed assignments.

Will students receive textbooks?

The school is working on creating a team of teacher volunteers to comein andassist in

preparing the items for distribution. Once the materials have been received, sorted and packed,
we will send out the schedule for pick-up. Please understand that multiple distribution dates may
be necessary as wewill distribute materials as they arrive--some materials may be available prior

to the start of the school year, while others may not.

When will Chromebookbe distributed?

Nationally, there has been a high demandfor the procurementof electronic devices,

which hasresulted in delay of receiving them for PGCPS. An order has been placed and PGCPS
is awaiting delivery. If your scholar is currently utilizing a personal device in the home, we ask
that they continue to do so until the PGCPSorderis processed.It is anticipated that additional
devices will be available by September 21, 2020. Once received, you will be notified and a date

and time will be scheduled for you to pick up a device. Your understanding is much appreciated.

The plan will ensure equitable access to instruction through technology. This means

having a 1:1 ratio of Chromebooksto students and providing all students access to the Internet.
The plan will include technology distribution plans and build on the Connect PGCPSinitiative to
provide low- or no-cost Internet access to families. (Additional information for distribution of
devices is forthcoming).

Will scholars earn letter grades for SY21?

Yes, Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS) is committed to providing our

students with an educational program based oninstructional practices that are rooted in
educational research and support student achievement. To support these efforts and establish a
system where assignments and assessmentboth inform and drive instruction as well as provide

an accurate measure of a student’s academic achievement, we will incorporate an equitable



grading practice in every content area to ensure all learners’ academic success is measured with
fidelity.

A systemic grading procedure provides guidance to administrators and teachers in the
implementation of the grading and reporting systems to be used in prekindergarten, kindergarten,
and Grades | through 12 in all elementary, middle, and high schools and centers in Prince

George’s County Public Schools. As defined in COMAR (Code of Maryland Regulations)
13A.03.02.08, each local school system shall develop a written policy on grading and reporting.
The PGCPSgrading procedures have been developed according to COMARregulations and
outline a processso thatall students can learn and achieve athigh levels, rigorous performance

standards and achievement standards are embeddedas essential components of developing and
delivering quality instruction, and regular assessment is an important componentofan effective
teaching and learning environment and an importanttool in measuring students’ learning.
School-based administrators, teachers and students will be familiar with procedures to ensure

that grading and reporting policies are applied consistently within their school for hybrid and
virtual learners.

e Content supervisors reviewed grading factors (homework, classwork, assessments) for
appropriateness for face-to-face learners/hybrid and virtual learners as defined by each of
the three factors.

e Teachers will collect a minimum of two grades per week for elementary/middle/high (per
period/class) depending on the number of meetings/periods (please see Administrative
Procedure 5121).

e Assignments will remain the same weight for class work, homework and assessments by
course/grade band and will receive a letter or numerical grade. DRAFT George’s County
Public Schools Reopening Plan SY2020-2021.

@ PGCPS’ Grading Administrative Procedure 5121 was updated to include language geared

toward expectations and updates in grading factors to include distance learning. AP
5121.1 Elementary School, AP 5121.2 Middle School, AP 5121.3 High School

Will scholars return back to the building?

PGCPSwill start the school year with full distance learning for the first semester.
Students will participate daily in a full school day of instruction with classes aligned to Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) requirements. Teachers will have the option of

providing instruction from homeutilizing curriculum documents and resources or using their
classroom to provide instruction during the workday. Starting December 1, 2020, we will
reassess the impact of COVID-19 on our state, county and school system. During this time, a

parent survey will be distributed for input on the feasibility of transitioning to a hybrid learning
model or maintaining the full distance learning modelfor the remainder of the 2020-21 school
year.



Will scholars be provided breakfast and lunch?

Panorama Elementary School was selected as a Community Eligibility Provision School.
All students will eat free and households do not have to complete meal benefit applications
for students enrolled at Panorama.

Food service will continue using a similar model as the one weused in the Spring.
Schools will serve as pick up sites for multi-day, pre-packaged breakfast and lunch on Monday
and Wednesday. Meals will be distributed between 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Mobile locations are
not identified at this time, but will have the same pick up time from 10:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

Will students need to wear uniforms?

While uniforms are not mandatory, we want our students to be ready for learning when

they logon for distance learning. Putting a uniform on each day will help put students in the
mindset of learning. We are asking students to wear our school uniformscolors:

e Solid White Shirt

e Solid Navy Blue Bottoms(Pants, skirts, skort)

e No Head wraps/scarfs/rollers,etc.

Distance Learning Requirements for Students

It is important that students understand we are prepared for teaching and learning as if we
are in a regular classroom sitting. In order for teaching and learning to be meaningful and
productive, students must conduct themself as if they are inside the schoolin their classroom.
Students will:

e Report to Google classroom on time 7:45 am.

e Students will remain in the Google classroom and only leave with the permission of the

teacher.

e Students are expected to adhere to the rules and guidelines outlined in the Students Right
and responsibilities handbook.

e Students will remain quiet and raise their hand requesting permission to speak.

e Students will actively participate in all Google classroom lessons and complete all

assignments and homework.

e Students will work from appropriate areas of their home- (students should not be in the
bed, bedroom, no pajamas, etc)

Will Parents Receive Technology Support?

New Parent Support Centers will open on September1 to assist families with tech
support and other needs, such as navigating aspects of distance learning or accessing
instructional packets. Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8-10 a.m. and 6-8 p.m. Locations:



Benjamin Tasker Middle School - 4901 Collington Road, Bowie, MD 20715 Charles Carroll
Middle School - 6130 Lamont Drive, New Carrollton, MD 20784 Drew-Freeman Middle School

- 2600 Brooks Drive, Suitland, MD 20746 G. James Gholson Middle School - 900 Nalley Road,

Landover, MD 20785 GwynnPark High School- 13800 Brandywine Road, Brandywine, MD
20613 High Point High School - 3601 Powder Mill Road, Beltsville, MD 20705 Mount Rainier

Elementary School - 4011 32nd Street, Mount Rainier, MD 20712 Port Towns Elementary
School - 4351 58th Avenue, Bladensburg, MD 20710 Thurgood Marshall Middle School - 4909

Brinkley Road, Temple Hills, MD 20748

Will students/parents be allowed to participate in activities at the school

building?

Schoolclubs and organizationsare a vital part of the school experience. Schools are
encouraged to use virtual meeting spaces such as Zoom or Google Meetfor parent conferences,
teacher office hours, student activities, organizations and extracurricularactivities.

How will teachers support ESOL and Special Education students?

Teachers and certified specialists (ESOL teachers, special educators, etc.) will support
English Learners (ELs) and students with disabilities on a regular schedule. During distance
learning live lessons, ELs and students with disabilities should join breakout sessions with their

ESOLteacheror special educator during a portion of the instructional block. Small group
instruction for enrichmentor intervention will be provided on Wednesdaysas needed or outlined
in a student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP), EL plan or 504 plan. All IEP and 504

meetings will be held virtually with parents. ,

Will there be an orientation day?

Yes, students will participate in a Virtual Mock Day/Orientation on Friday, August 28,
2020 (Additional information will be provided at a later date)



What supplies will my child need?
 

School Supply List for SY21
 

Kindergarten-2nd Grade Belesars

Pencils with erasers

Pencil Sharpener

Huler
Glue sheks or Bottled ghie

Catered Pencils

Crayons

Water Based Marxers
3 Ring Binder (to be shared for all clagses}
Loose LeafLined Paper

Campasition Beaks or Smral Netenocigs

3-Hoie Packet Folder

Highiighters
Post I Netes or Index Cards*
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3rd Grade-5th Grade Scisgors

Pencils with erasers
Pencil Sharpener
Pier
Ghee sticks or Bettled ghse

Caiared Pencils

Crayons
Water Based Markers

3 Ring Binder (to he shared for ali classes)
Loose Leaf Lined Pacer

Campasition Books or Gmral Notebooks
3-Hole Packet Feller

Highiighters

Post E Notes
Index Cards
Peng*
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Information to help you plan:

Please refer to www.pgcps.org for additional school system information (bus
information, lunch menu, school calendar, inclement weatherstatus,etc.)

  

Please refer to our Panorama ES website: https:/Avww.pgcps.org/panorama/

for Panorama ESinformation, parent calendar, and updates.

Additional school information will be included in our Distance Learning Parent
Handbookthat will be available on our website and Class DoJo.

Mock Day/ Orientation, August 28, 2020 (Additional informationis
forthcoming)

Back to School Night — September 14, 2020 at 6:30 -8:00

Please contact the school at 301-702-3870 if you need additional information.

GO Panthers!!



 


